Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 CAIRO 07188 221227Z 

45 

ACTION SMI-01 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-00 OES-03 ABF-01 FS-01 SSO-00 /017W 

020944 

O221120Z JUL 75 

FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5322 
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DEPT PASS SMITHSONIAN EOR KENNEDY SCHMERTZ 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: OSCI EG 

SUBJECT: SMITHSONIAN/SFCP - GRANT FR5-54002 
PREHISTORIC STUDIES OE THE SIWA OASIS 

REE: CAIRO 6650 AND STATE 161371 

1. FOLLOWING HIS ARRIVAL IN CAIRO JULY 12 DR. FIKRI HASSAN MET WITH 
MINCULTURE SPONSORS AND WITH GEOLOGICAL SURVEY HEAD RUSHDI SAID TO 
DISCUSS IMPLEMENTATION OF SUBJECT GRANT. HASSAN, HOWEVER, DID NOT 
OBTAIN REQUIRED MININTERIOR PASSES UNTIL JULY 19. WE MADE FORMAL 
APPROACH TO MINFOREIGN AEFAIRS ON JULY 22 AND RECEIVED AN ORAL 
APPROVAL FOR PROJECT TO GO AHEAD SAME DAY. 

2. SMITHSONIAN SHOULD, THEREEORE, INEORM OTHER MEMBERS OF PARTY ON 
PRIORITY BASIS THAT HASSAN NOW EXPECTS THEM IN CAIRO AT EARLIEST 
POSSIBLE TIME. 

3. BASED UPON OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH RUSHDI SAID AND DR. HASSAN, WE 
BELEIVE THAT ADEQUATE ADVANCE PREPARATION FOR PROJECT HAD INDEED 
BEEN MADE. IT WOULD HAVE BEEN HELPFUL IN THIS RESPECT IF WE 

HAD INITIALLY HAD MORE BACKGROUND INFORMATION WITH WHICH TO 
WORK IN THE EARLY STAGES OE THE PROBLEM, ESPECIALLY NAMES OF 
CONTACTS WHICH HAD ALREADY BEEN MADE WITHIN GOE CONCERNING 
SECURITY PASSES AND PROGRAM APPROVAL. 
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